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my of Montana
Office of University Relations • Missoula, Montana 59812 • (406) 243-2522
MEDIA RELEASE
March 16, 1987
UM SIG N S ACADEMIC EXCHANGE AGREEMENT WITH 
J A P A N 'S  TOYO U N IV E R SIT Y
MISSOULA —
This is an auspicious day for the University of Montana," 
said President James Koch, and indeed it was. At a 2 p.m. 
ceremony in UM’s Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center, President 
Koichi Kansaku of Toyo University, Tokyo, and UM President Koch 
signed an academic exchange agreement, linking the two 
universities closely over a five-year period through the exchange 
of faculty and students.
Both universities are comprehensive liberal arts 
institutions that have wanted broader international scope. 
President Kansaku said through his interpreter, Professor Urata, 
that Toyo University was founded by a philosopher 100 years ago, 
and part of the original intent was to form a "confluence of East 
and West....It is my great pleasure to have this great 
opportunity to sign an agreement with your university."
President Koch emphasized the same goal for UM, saying "A 
student today...who doesn't understand the Pacific is not truly 
educated."
The exchange program, which may start as early as fall 
quarter of 1987, will involve faculty members for the first year, 
be extended to graduate students in the second or third year,
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then expanded again to include undergraduates. Toyo University 
is already working to arrange housing for visiting UM faculty 
members and is constructing a new Center for International 
Studies. An Institute of Asian Studies already exists on that 
campus.
Urata said the major attraction for initiating a program at 
UM was the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center. The two 
universities hope to exchange cultural and athletic programs as 
well as academic ones.
President Koch will be visiting Toyo University in June to 
finish formalizing the agreement.
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